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Abstract Li and Chen’s description of Ishidaterechus jianensis is criticized. It is 
concluded that the species belongs neither to Ishidatrechus nor to its close relatives, 
even if it could be a member of the Trechinae. 

A new scientific journal was recently founded at Changchun in Northeast China. 
It is the natural science series of the “Journal of Northeast Normal University,” the 
first number of which is said to have been published in May 1990, though it has not 
reached our hands until quite recently. This number is devoted to the so-called 
“regional ecological geography” and collects 28 papers on various subjects of soil 
zoology. The seventh of these articles is entitled “The geographical distribution of 
soil beetles in Jilin Province” and was written by collaboration of five authors, Chen 
Peng, Li Jingke, Yin Xinqin, Zhong Weiyan and Zhao Hongyin. Its main subject 
is to record 136 species of beetles from Jilin Province with their collecting data, but 
the paper also contains descriptions of 4 “new species,” Ishidaterechus [sic] jianensis 
(p. 61), Domene chenpengi (p. 66), Lathrobium jingyuetanicus (p. 67), and Indalus [sic] 
hanconglingensis (p. 72). The authorship of the first and third species is attributed to 
Li and Chen, while that of the second and fourth to Li alone, but I strongly suspect 
that all the descriptions were actually prepared by Li Jingke. 

As is readily known from the fact that two of the four generic names involved are 
misspelled, their descriptions are extremely poor and quite inadequate for depicting 
diagnostic characters of the so-called “new species.” Besides, I cannot but strongly 
doubt the accuracy of identification of many of the species listed. For example, 
Dyschirius igai is recorded from the western suburbs of Changchun (p. 61), but since 
this small scaritine is an apterous humicolous species strictly localized on mountains 
of Southwest Japan, its occurrence in Northeast China is not possible unless artificially 
transplanted. In short, I cannot help expressing, with much regret, that the authors 
or one of the authors is incompetent as a taxonomist of the Coleoptera. 

It is not the purpose of this paper to check the descriptions of all the four species 
described by Li and Chen. To do it is beyond my ability, even though all seem to me 
very insufficient and erroneous. What I am going to take up here is the description of 
a so-called trechine beetle, Ishidaterechus jianensis, which comes in my specialty. In 
the first place, I will reproduce its original description followed by its English trans¬ 
lation below. 
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Ishidaterechvs [sic] jianensis sp. [sic] nov. Li. [sic] et Chen 

Body 3.0 mm in length. Whole body brown, legs dark brown. Body form 
similar to [that of] I. kobayashii S. Veno [sic], but the pronotum is not much less 
narrowed in posterior half than in anterior half. Both sides of head nearly 
parallel, its length nearly equal to [that of] pronotum, with minute transverse 
wrinkles on the dorsal surface. Dorsal surface of head longitudinally convex 
in middle, and longitudinally concave on each side between the insertions of 
antennae. Frons with a shallow transverse furrow at the middle between the 
bases of antennae. Lateral parts of head each with 2 long setae behind antenna. 
Antennae extending to behind shoulders of elytra. Pronotum gradually nar¬ 
rowed towards the posterior part, front angles obtuse and rounded, apex almost 
straight and slightly emarginate, lateral borders evidently darkened at the edges, 
hind angles rectangular, each with a long seta, base rectilinear. Pronotal disc 
with a distinct longitudinal furrow, especially in posterior half, and besides, a 
long seta present a little behind each front angle. Elytra with 4 equidistantly 
ranged umbilicate pores at the humeral part, only 2 dorsal longitudinal furrows 
near suture almost complete, others disappearing even at middle. Scutellum 
reduced and not perceptible though present on the suture of elytra. 

Holotype 1 $, 2. VI. 1989, Yu-lin Xiang, Ji-an Shi, Ji-lin Sheng, coppice, 
collected by Su Zhigang. 

The genus Ishidaterechus [sic] comprises either troglobiontic or soil-living 
beetles. According to literature, it is distributed only in Japan. 
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Though not exceedingly short, this description informs us of almost nothing of 
taxonomic importance. It does not mention anything about pubescence on the body 
surface, condition of eyes and frontal furrows, structure of buccal organ, details of 
elytral striation and chaetotaxy, and conformation of protibiae, all of which bear 
primary importance in classifying trechine beetles. Besides, the authors do not ap¬ 
pear to have seen any of the important literature dealing with Ishidatrechus (not “Ishi- 
daterechus ,” of course) and its close relatives (Ueno, 1956, 1987, 1989; Jeannel, 1962; 
Casale & Laneyrie, 1982), and may have placed their species at the side of Suzuka 
kobayashii only because of similarity in body form, which they may have judged from 
my illustration of the Japanese species given in the second volume of “The Coleoptera 
of Japan in Color” (1985, pi. 16, fig. 19). If they had seen my 1989 paper, they should 
have known that kobayashii is now classified in an independent genus, Suzuka , and that 
the genus Ishidatrechus is restricted to its type species, nitidus. 

On the other hand, several parts of their description clearly deny the possibility 
that the species belongs to either Ishidatrechus or Suzuka. In these Japanese genera, 
the humeral set of marginal umbilicate pores is not aggregated, both the front and 
hind angles of pronotuni are acute and salient, and the pronotal base is distinctly emar- 
ginate , while in jianensis, the four pores of the humeral set of marginal umbilicate 
pores are “equidistantly ranged,” the front angles of pronotum are “obtuse and round¬ 
ed,” the hind angles are “rectangular,” and the pronotal base is “rectilinear.” Further, 
the legs o f “I” jianensis are said to be darker in coloration than the body, but in most 
trechines including Suzuka and its relatives, the legs are more or less lighter than 
the body or concolorous with the latter at the most. 

Thus, “I.” jianensis is not a member of the Ishidatrechus lineage. If its descrip¬ 
tion were accompanied with illustrations, we could know something more about the 
beetle. From the poor description alone, however, it is impossible even to assume 
its identity. It may belong to the subfamily Trechinae, but its true systematic position 
remains unknown until the type specimen is re-examined by an experienced specialist. 
Incidentally, an undescribed name, Ishidatrechus yulinsis Chen et Li (p. 41) or Ishi- 
datrechs [sic] Yulinsis [sic] (p. 44), appears in the fifth article of the same journal. If 
it is a relative of “I." jianensis, it is doubtlessly not a member of the Ishidatrechus line¬ 
age, either. 

In closing this brief paper, I wish to express my deep indebtedness to Dr. Yuki 
Imura and Mr. Seiji Morita for kindly notifying me of the publication of the new 
journal in question, and to Professor Gentaro Imadate and Dr. Shi Jialan for their 
kind help in checking my translation of the Chinese original description of Ishidatere¬ 
chus jianensis. 
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